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BoardTalk

BOARD MEETINGS:

Thursday, March 4, 2004
Thursday, April 1, 2004
Thursday, May 6, 2004

All members of the Friends Group are
invited to attend the Board's monthly
meetings. They are held at the Slidell
Cultural Center at 444 Erlanger Street in
Old Towne Slidell at 6:00 P.M.

We are currently in the process of compiling a directory for
our Friends Group. We would like to include e-mail | Stay up to date on Friends issues by
addresses of our membership. Having your address would | 109ging on to our website. It is constantly
enable us to notify you of up-coming events by e-mail. If | Peing updated with news and pictures of
you would like to have your address listed in the directory, | interest. Log onat www.flwr.org .
contact Lynne Cuccia (504-254-4256).

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

March 6-7, 2004 Third Annual National Refuge Conference in Washington, D.C.
March 20-21, 2004 Earth Fest at the Audubon Zoo

April 2-4, 2004 Southeast Region Friends Workshop at Black Bayou National Wildlife
Refuge

April 24, 2004 Earth Day at Heritage Park, Slidell

May 8, 2004 “Back to the Bayou” at Bayou Sauvage



TOUR OF BAYOU SAUVAGE

This past November, Friends President Michele Hubert and Board members Jerry Sweeney, Lynne Cuccia,
Margaret Gonzales and Steve Madere, along with Friends members Gina Gustafson and Christy Paulsell
met at the Joe Madere Marsh for a guided tour of the Bayou Sauvage National Wildlife Refuge. Leading the
tour was Refuge Manager, Shelly Stiaes along with the extremely knowledgeable Board member Joe
Madere. Joe is a life-long resident of this area and no one knows it better.

Before starting the tour. Shelly gave the group an overview of projects she would like to see come to fruition
on the refuge. These projects range from signage, parking lot improvement and refuge trail enhancement.

Our tour began with a canoe trip through the Madere Marsh. Joe and Shelly took turns explaining that this
area is slowing returning as a haven for wildlife. When the largest rookery in the area, located between the
Maxent Canal, the railroad levee and the Gulf Intra-Coastal Waterway, was lost due to the trees dying, the
birds relocated to other nesting areas. Shelly noted that tallow trees are returning and, with that, some of the
wildlife. A great number of Wood Duck boxes are posted throughout the area which are being utilized by
Wood Ducks and Whistling Tree Ducks. Joe also noted that the fish that were lost in the marsh, due to the
persistent drought a few years ago, are also returning. It will take a while, but this area is on the comeback.
Still, it is a birder's delight and a beautiful marsh that everyone can and will enjoy.

You can launch your own canoe during the week or sign up for a tour with USFWS staff on Saturdays.
Check your calendar for times and dates. Joe also needs volunteers this spring to help clean the Wood
Duck boxes. If you would like to help, contact Shelly Staies through the USFWS office (985-882-2000).

The highlight of the tour was a trip to the bike, jogging and walking trail along gorgeous Lake Pontchartrain.

The trail stretches from the Hwy .11 crabbing bridge to exit #251 on I-10 (opposite the Alligator Swamp
Tour). The view is incredible! What Shelly would like to see accomplished is a more inviting entrance to the
path along with a parking area, a kiosk for informational material and signage. The public also needs to be
made aware of the existence of such a lovely area to spend some time.

A big 'thank you" to Joe & Shelly for a most informative and productive tour - everyone enjoyed the outing.

Donna Lind, Wildlife Artist

This past summer, wildlife artist Donna Lind, who is both a Friends member and one of our sponsors,
painted a wall mural at the Joe Davies Elementary School in St. Bernard Parish. Along with teachers,
volunteers and members of the St. Bernard Art Guild, she transformed a very large cafeteria into a
wildlife refuge and wonderland. Under her guidance, the walls were covered with cypress swamps,
moss laden trees, palmetto bushes, cattails, a trapper's cabin and every animal and bird you have
ever seen on the refuges. The shrimp boat followed by hungry seagulls and watched by a beautiful
white heron is a sight to behold. (See insert — wish it could be in color!) The children and their parents
are still taking pictures! The job she did is nothing short of fantastic! We commend her for her gift of
time and extraordinary talent to the children of Joe Davies School. Donna has always donated one of
her paintings for our silent auction at Wild Things.




